Information Technology
 

Information Technology is a wide term broadly covering the areas of computer science, electronics and telecommunications. Over the last few decades there has been a tremendous growth in IT, which has almost revolutionised the very outlook of the world. The economy of any country is no longer measured by strength of traditional industries, but by its technological advancement.  It is estimated that knowledge based businesses would contribute two third of the growth in global GDP in the next ten years. 
  
In a developing country such as ours IT makes it possible to leapfrog many of the physical barriers and deliver basic needs like education to people in areas that either do not have facilities or are inaccessible. With the decreasing cost of instruments and services like personal computers, cell phones and internet, direct benefit of IT sooner than later would be reaped even by the illiterate and disadvantaged. 
  
Unlike the traditional industries the IT sector is people intensive and creates vast employment opportunities. The ‘Web’ component of the IT sector is going to be perhaps the most dominant. 

Educational Qualification: 
The best option for entering the world of computers is a degree course in engineering or computer science. Software jobs including that of System Analyst require an engineering degree with postgraduate diploma in computer applications or postgraduate degree in computer applications (MCA). However a good graduate degree in any field is an essential basic requirement for undergoing training in programming for commercial/business and scientific/technical applications. 
  
Most engineering colleges offer BE/B.Tech courses in computers. These are 4-year courses, which combine study of computer hardware and give adequate training in systems software. Since jobs opportunities are better in software development many computer-engineering graduates work in software development, as systems software engineers, system analysts and application software professionals. However there are other professional courses in the area of software as well. 
  
MCA is a postgraduate course of 2 to 3 years open to graduates from any stream but those who have a good mathematical background have an advantage. B.Sc in Computer Science is an under graduate course which gives a theoretical base for a career in computers. However the course contains less of practical training. Diploma in Computer Applications is a one-year diploma course that covers the basics. It is not considered good enough in the job market. 
  
 It is pertinent to note here that IT is not the domain of only the engineers, those with humanities and commerce backgrounds can as well pursue BCA/MCA and various other AICTE approved or certified courses and enter the sector as professionals. Therefore there are many ways to get into this sector. Obviously those with engineering backgrounds would corner the best jobs but there are equally attractive opportunities for others as well especially in the IT enabled services. Even professionals from other areas like accountancy, architecture and applied arts etc can learn computer skills, to enhance their career prospects and create a niche for themselves.
